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Jacksonville Zoo Hosts Exhibition and 

Talks by Photographer John Reed 

 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (Aug. 23, 2019) –  The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has an exhibition 
of wildlife photos by photographer, educator, and writer John Reed on display at Palm 

Plaza Café. 

Reed will be available during Meet the Artist talks from 11 a.m. to noon on Aug. 27, Sept. 

28, Oct. 27, and Nov. 23 in Palm Plaza Café. He will discuss his images, the process of 
capturing them, and answer questions while guests view his work. 

“I am beyond thrilled the Zoo offered me this opportunity. While I love photography, 

nature, and the experience of capturing images such as these, I love even more sharing 
the results,” said Reed. “The Zoo serves a valuable purpose in promoting awareness of 

those creatures with whom we share this planet, as well as the greater natural world in 
general. It brings the world home to Jacksonville for those who may never have any other 

opportunity to experience these wonders.” 

Every photo displayed has been taken at the Zoo from 2003 to present. Reed is a 
published local and national nature photographer, Zoo Member, and leader of the 

Snapshot Society where he facilitates members-only photo events. 

“John Reed is an outstanding wildlife photographer who connects people with art and 

nature at the same time. He has been a great friend and supporter of the Zoo, and we 
are thrilled to share his talent with our guests,” said Executive Director Tony Vecchio. 

Reed’s exhibition was facilitated by the Zoo’s Art Committee and is one of many initiatives 
to support local artists and bring awareness to the connection between art and the Zoo. 

“Just as the Zoo is for everybody in our community, I believe art is something that 

everyone should have access to. We have worked very hard for the past ten years to 
build connections with the arts and culture community in Jacksonville. Allowing the Zoo 

to be a venue for art has been a great way to strengthen those relationships,” said 
Vecchio. 

 

About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery 

and appreciation of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. 
Starting in 1914 with an animal collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more 

than 2,000 rare and exotic animals and 1,000 species of plants, boasting the largest 
botanical garden in Northeast Florida. The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is a nonprofit 
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organization and a portion of every ticket sold goes to the over 45 conservation 

initiatives Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around the world, and here in NE 

Florida. JZG is proud to be an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums. For more information, visit jacksonvillezoo.org. 
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